
Tie what your child is learning in school to your
family life by engaging in conversation.
• Discuss how the Roman Empire changed
from a representative democracy (ruled by a
group of elected leaders) to a dictatorship (ruled
by a self-proclaimed leader). Together,
brainstorm how such a change in leadership
might have affected the people. List the qualities
that make a good leader, such as leading by
example and asking for input on decisions.
• Think about the architecture in your town
or city. Does the architecture of any of the
buildings, including your home, contain arches?
Were any of the bridges in your town or city
built using arches? Take a walk or drive to locate
some of the structures you identified that were
built with arches.
• Julius Caesar conquered Rome at its peak
and became the first dictator of Rome. There
was a critical moment when Julius Caesar had to
make a major decision to either cross the
Rubicon River and attack the Roman soldiers or

retreat and be defeated. Caesar’s decision to
cross the Rubicon changed history forever.
Today, the expression, “Crossing the Rubicon”
implies that a person is making a decision they
cannot undo. Discuss with your child how
important it is to think through every decision
made and how our decisions can affect others
and us. Share some good and bad decisions
you have made.
• The Roman Empire had extensive trade 
routes to European, Asian, and African ports, 
cities, and towns. Like the Romans, Americans 
trade goods and services with countries all over 
the world. Investigate what goods and services 
are traded with China, Canada, Mexico, Japan, 
Germany, and other major trading countries.
• Discuss how sports have changed since 
gladiators fought men and animals in the 
Roman Colosseum. How do modern-day 
boxing and wresting compare to gladiator 
fighting? Talk about what your family thinks 
the purpose of sports should be. 
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How have the contributions of ancient Rome influenced the present world in terms of architecture, 
written language, and inventions? This chapter explores the major impact of the Roman Empire 
on both the ancient and modern-day worlds. 

Through the invention of paved roads, the design of arches in Roman architecture, and a 
representative democracy, the legacy of Rome lives on today. Your child will draw comparisons 
between the geography, natural and capital resources, architecture, government, art, and trade 
routes of ancient Rome, ancient Egypt, ancient China, and ancient Greece.
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3.3 ARCHITECTURE:
• The architects of ancient Rome used arches
in the construction of their buildings. Ancient
examples still exist today.
• Rome: The Colosseum and aqueducts

GOVERNMENT:
• The government of the United States is
based on ideas developed in ancient Rome.
• Rome: Republican (representative)
form of government; a representative
democracy.

3.5 Viewing maps of ancient
civilizations during different time
periods helps students begin to
understand changes in relationships
among peoples, places, and
environments.
• Ancient Rome was located by a river on 
a peninsula in the Mediterranean Sea.
• Ancient Rome spread throughout the 
Mediterranean region and most of western 
Europe.
• Rome is a city located in present-day 
Italy. 

3.7 Human activities develop in
response to physical environments.
When the environment does not meet
human needs, people adapt to meet
those needs. In ancient Rome, people
adapted to their environment by:
• Limited farming due to mountains
• Traded across the Mediterranean Sea
• Build road to connect to land in western
Europe and Africa

3.8 Ancient Rome was located next to a
river. Rich soil for farming was limited.
• A variety of trees grew in ancient Rome.
• The people of ancient Rome built ships,
fished, made pottery, and farmed.
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